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Paradigm Shift and Practical Reconstruction of Higher
Education Assessment Systems in the Age of
Artificial Intelligence

WU Jiayi' & LI Tuoyu?

(1. School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China; 2. China Institute of
Science and Education Development, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Generative artificial intelligence has produced a systemic misalignment between
assessment systems and the learning practices in higher education. Taking Biggs' theory of constructive
alignment as its analytical lens and extending it to the assessment system, this study first analyzes how
the misalignment manifests itself across four aspects of assessment, namely objectives, tasks, processes
and standards, and analyses its underlying logic along three dimensions: scope, depth and temporality.
On this basis, the study proposes a fourfold paradigm shift for the assessment system, comprising the
recalibration of assessment objectives, the restructuring of assessment agents, the redesign of
assessment methods, and the redefinition of assessment functions. It also develops a three-tiered,
interconnected practice framework comprising an objective layer, an operational layer, and a safeguard
layer. It discusses the framework's boundaries of applicability under different disciplinary conditions, as
well as the value orientations and governance logic involved in the reconstruction. The study suggests
that the focus of assessment reform should shift towards building the institutional capacity to keep

assessment and learning continuously aligned.

Key words: artificial intelligence; learning assessment; constructive alignment; human-Al

collaborative literacy; assessment system reconstruction
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