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What Kind of People Should Education Cultivate
in the Al Era?

YAN Wenfan', LI Zhengtao? & WU Guanjun®

(1. University of Massachusetts Boston, Boston, MA 02125, USA; 2. National Center for
Principal Training under the Ministry of Education, Shanghai 200062, China; 3. School of
Politics and International Relations, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: With artificial intelligence deeply embedded in production and daily life, it is urgent to
re-examine the talent-cultivation goals of education. This article presents a written discussion around
questions such as “what kind of people should education cultivate, and how should education respond to
the new challenges?” Professor Li Zhengtao proposes that education should cultivate “new intelligent
humans,” enabling them to compete with Al, coexist harmoniously with it, and develop the capacity for
symbiotic human-Al interaction, with particular emphasis on the abilities to ask questions
independently, make independent choices, and achieve independent integration; he also advocates
promoting the transformation of educational administrators through digital-intelligent leadership.
Professor Wu Guanjun argues for cultivating people who can coexist and collaborate with Al, undertake
problem-setting and value judgment, and participate in renewing the shared world with political
wisdom. Professor Wu emphasizes metacognitive freedom and the capacity for collective action and
suggests establishing an * independent ability—human-Al collaboration” assessment system and
promoting interdisciplinary inquiry and the reorganization of teaching-learning relationships. Professor
Yan Wenfan defines the purpose of education as cultivating “whole persons,” advocating that teachers
shift from being “subjects of knowledge” to “subjects of culture” and demonstrate their irreplaceable
role through meaning construction, cultural transmission, and character influence. He emphasizes that
technology can undertake efficiency-oriented tasks and support personalized learning, but cannot
replace value judgment or educational relationships, and proposes six shifts in educational purposes,
curriculum, teaching, assessment, teacher development, and educational ecology. This article can

inspire education to respond to technological change and uphold the essence of education.

Key words: Al education; aims of education; new intelligent humans; metacognitive freedom;

whole person
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