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Placing Humanity at the Core of Educational Innovation in the
Al Era: Trends from the 12th
WISE Summit and Implications for China

ZHAO Liman', LU Xiaokong?, LIN Danni® & LIU Jian*

(1. College of Education, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China;
2. Faculty of Future Education, Beijing Normal University, Zhuhai 519087, China;;
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University, Beijing 100875, China; 4. China Institute for Innovation in Education, Beijing Normal
University, Zhuhai 519087, China)

Abstract: The 12th World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE 12), with a theme of
"Humanity.io: Human Values at the Heart of Education,” synthesized frontier discussions on
educational transformation in the Al era. Based on the keynote speeches and core panel discussions at
WISE 12, this paper identifies seven representative trends in educational innovation:1) a shift in
educational purpose from serving economic imperatives to cultivating the whole person; 2) a transition
in Al educational resource development from mere technological provision to facilitating knowledge
discovery and problem-solving; 3) an evolution in assessment and learning paradigms from answer-
seeking to problem-finding, with an emphasis on deep thinking, 4) the reconfiguration of learning
communities where students act as primary agents, teachers transition to collaborators, and Al
functions as a co-learner; 5) a recalibration of educational equity discussions from technological
capabilities to technological beneficiaries; and 6) the use of learning passports to transition out-of-
school competencies from invisible to formally recognized; 7) a shift in educational governance from
school-level rule alignment to cross-sector collaborative governance, with a view to support lifelong
learning ecosystems. These trends indicate that educational innovation in the Al era is not merely an
isolated tool upgrade, but rather a systemic reconstruction of educational values, learning mechanisms,
and institutional ecologies. In the context of China's digital transformation in education, the boundaries
of Al application should be calibrated by holistic human development. Generative Al should be directed
to serve higher-order thinking and deep learning, while educational equity, micro-credentials, and

lifelong learning accounts must be integrated into the digital governance framework.

Key words: world innovation summit for education (WISE); artificial intelligence; educational

innovation; human-centered; educational equity; Educational Digitalization
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