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The Transformation and Reconstruction of Higher Education
Driven by Agentic Al

BAIl Yajuan

(Modern Educational Technology Center, Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies, Guangzhou510420, China)

Abstract: The new generation of agentic Al is evolving toward comprehensive autonomous task
planning, and the goal-driven paradigm it embodies poses a systemic risk of deconstructing the
traditional continuous cognitive structure of * learning—understanding—constructing—creating.”
Considering all these and the progressive alienation phenomena in generative AI-mediated education —
including the hollowing out of learning and assessment failure — this paper offers a rigorous analysis of
the crisis that agentic AI may precipitate in higher education. Higher education must establish a logic of
co-evolution between humans and intelligent agents, realizing three fundamental transformations: (1)
from defensive adaptation to the proactive construction of human—AI symbiotic structures, (2) from
traditional educational models centered on knowledge transmission to a new paradigm integrating
knowledge accumulation, capability enhancement, and the cultivation of human subjectivity and values,
and (3) from outcome-oriented assessment toward the systematic reconstruction of institutional
evaluation systems. The study further proposes the Intellectual Contribution Framework (ICF) and
Symbiotic Cognitive Learning Theory (SCLT): the former delineates the structure of learner agency in
human-Al collaboration across four dimensions, providing methodological support for the systematic
reconstruction of assessment, the latter identifies three categories of systemic cognitive risk introduced
by agentic Al, and redefines learning as a dynamic process of actively generating and affirming one’s
cognitive agency within a human-Al symbiotic system. This study aims to advance the proactive
theoretical and institutional development of higher education before a full-scale crisis of human
subjectivity emerges.

Key words: agentic Al; higher education; proto-agentic tools; intellectual contribution framework;

symbiotic cognitive learning theory
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