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Call-and-Response Teaching: The Essence and Theoretical
Advances of Biesta’s Pedagogical Thought

DONG Wei'? & SUN Caiping'

(1. Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China; 2. Lecture
of Tangshan Normal University , Tangshan 064008, China)

Abstract: The expansion of learning discourse has plunged teaching into a dual predicament:

students are entrapped in an illusion of subjectivity centered on self-development, while teachers retreat

to the pedagogical margins , thereby obscuring the ethical essence of teaching. Gert Biesta discerns this

issue and, from a “world-centered” standpoint, interprets teaching as a practice of “call-and-response

from without to within,” thereby reasserting the ontological significance of teaching. This paper

systematically examines Biesta's scattered pedagogical writings and crystallizes them into the concept of

“pedagogy of call-and-response.” Centering on three core questions—what constitutes pedagogy of call-

and-response, why it is necessary, and how it can be enacted—the paper elucidates its theoretical

connotations and internal logics. Through a comparative analysis of communicative, dialogic, and

learning-centered pedagogies, the paper further reveals the significance of the pedagogy of call-and-

response in transcending the paradigm of subjectivity production and reconstructing the ethics of

teaching.

Key words: pedagogy of call and response; subjectivity; world-centered teaching; Gert Biesta
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