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Educational Transformation, Development and Governance
in the Intelligent Era: A Review of the 2026 World
Digital Education Conference

ZHAI Xuesong'?, WANG Minkai', CHENG Lili* & ZHAO Chuan*

(1. College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China; 2. Hangzhou

International Urbanology Research Center (Zhejiang Urban Governance Research Center),

Hangzhou 311121, China; 3. Department of Education of Zhejiang Province, Hangzhou

310012,China; 4. Educational Technology Center of Zhejiang Province, Hangzhou
310007,China)

Abstract: Artificial intelligence (Al) is reshaping knowledge production, capability formation, and

modes of social collaboration, driving educational digitalization from resource construction toward

capability reconstruction and governance transformation. This paper examines key issues in learner

development, authentic-scenario-based education, higher education innovation, teacher development,

research paradigms, educational development and evaluation, inclusive learning, and open ecosystems

discussed at the 2026 World Digital Education Conference. It systematically summarizes the

conference’s major viewpoints, practical cases, and outcomes, and analyzes the trends, challenges, and

emerging consensus of digital education in the intelligent era from the perspectives of platform

provision, technological innovation, cultivation paradigms, and governance mechanisms. Finally, the

authors contend that the profound value of Al applications in education resides not merely in

substituting traditional tools, but in advancing the systemic reshaping of educational objectives,

instructional arrangements, assessment evidence and global governance systems, centered on human

development.
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