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New Trends, New Signals and New Practices in Al’s
Reshaping of Higher Education: The Interpretation and
Enlightenment of 2026 Horizon Report (Teaching and
Learning Edition)

ZHAO Xiaoli', LI Xueshu' & QIAN Ling?

(1. Department of Development Research, Shanghai Open University, Shanghai 200433, China;
2. Online Learning Center, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio 44315, USA)

Abstract: The 2026 Horizon Report (Teaching and Learning Edition), by EDUCAUSE, employs a
modified Delphi method and scenario foresight research paradigm to analyze trends affecting the
development of higher education from five dimensions: social, technological, economic, environmental,
and political. The report introduces two new sections: “Signals of Change” and “Emerging Practices”
to identify early signs of institutional evolution and innovative educational approaches. It examines the
core challenges higher education faces in the context of the deep integration of artificial intelligence
into teaching and learning, including value dilemmas, trust reconstruction, and relationship reshaping.
Based on the interpretation of a report, this paper proposes five suggestions for promoting the future
development of higher education in China: enhancing of the social and humanistic value of higher
education; building a "human-machine collaborative"” philosophy and new ecosystem for higher
education institutions; advancing the reconstruction of aritificial intellegince ethics and resilience to
safeguard the community with a shared future for mankind; regulating the application of aritificial
intellegince in teaching and solidifying a data security governance system; and reshaping academic
autonomy while promoting digital accessibility and internationalization. These insights aim to provide

reference and guidance for educational policymakers, administrators, and practitioners.

Key words: Horizon Report; value redefinition; trust reconstruction; relationship reshaping;

signals of change; emerging practices
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