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On the Distinctive Characteristics of
“Artificial Intelligence + Education”

LI Mang & SHAQ Jiucun

(Research Center for Basic Theories of Educational Technology, Beijing Normal University,
Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Every social activity possesses distinctive characteristics, the recognition of which is a

prerequisite for promoting sound practices in its domain. Current approaches to “Artificial Intelligence +

Education” often neglect this specificity, leading to indiscriminate or excessive applications that

undermine effectiveness. We argue that such issues often stem from three misconceptions —

overestimation, reductive understanding, and capital-driven logic—all of which conflate education with

other domains. By comparing “Al + Natural Sciences”, “Al + Humanities”, and “Al + Social

Sciences”, the study identifies the distinctive features of “Al + Education” across the dimensions of

object, goal, and methodology. It further explains their origins in terms of educational purposes,

learners as subjects, educational laws, and the nature of Al. Based on this analysis, the paper proposes

a practical framework of cautious, prudent, and deep application. Only by respecting the specific logic

of education can Al applications meaningfully contribute to educational practice.

Key words: artificial intelligence+education; social domains; disciplinary fields; distinctive

characteristics; educational laws
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