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Reflections on and Approaches to High-Quality Development
of Senior Education During the 15th Five-Year Plan Period
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Abstract: During the 15th Five-Year Plan period, senior education has become increasingly
prominent in responding to population aging and improving the lifelong education system while building
China into a leading country in education. After more than four decades of development, senior
education in China has established an important foundation in policy support, institutional networks,
curriculum expansion, local practice, and digital empowerment. However, it still faces practical
obstacles, including unclear institutional positioning, insufficient collaborative governance, unstable
funding mechanisms, uneven resource allocation, weak legal support, and biased social perceptions.
High-quality development is the key to addressing these problems. Its multifaceted functions in
coordinating resource provision, responsibility allocation, quality improvement, and governance
collaboration promote the transformation of senior education from experience-based development to
standardized governance and from welfare-oriented provision to rights-based provision. Looking ahead,
it is necessary to further clarify the public educational nature of senior education, improve its
governance mechanism characterized by Party leadership, government guidance, multi-departmental
coordination, and participation of social forces, all of which strengthen and enhance the system in its
fiscal investment, legal protection, resource allocation, and digital governance. In doing so, senior
education can play a greater institutional role in enhancing older adults’ capacity for social
participation, improving the lifelong learning system for all, and advancing the modernization of

governance in an aging societ).

Key words: the 15th Five-Year Plan period; actively addressing population aging; high-quality

development; institutionalization of senior education
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