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The Initiative and Action Limits of Educational
Technology Materials

YANG Xu

(School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing210097, China)

Abstract: The scope and level of application of technological objects in the educational field are
constantly expanding, but the understanding of their role is always intertwined between two
perspectives: one is to regard technological objects as neutral media with no value involved, ignoring
their inherent shaping power, Another type falls into technocracy, which obscures the core of education
while infinitely amplifying the functions of technological objects. Recognizing the active role of
technological objects has become an unavoidable proposition. Technological objects are deeply
involved in the generation and construction of the third space of education through mechanisms such as
translation and internalization, and their built-in rules and organizational forms are changing the
traditional relationship between "center” and "edge" in education. In the temporal dimension,
technological objects are embedded in educational habits at specific rhythms and sequences, which not
only affect learners' memory of the educational past but also participate in their imagination of the
educational future, thereby regulating the rhythm and order of the entire educational process.
Furthermore, technology has deeply intervened in educational relationships, continuously reshaping the
interaction patterns and power structures between learners and knowledge, teachers and students, and
among learners themselves, challenging the boundaries and essence of traditional educational
relationships. This study first reiterates the humanistic nature of education at the value level, always
taking the comprehensive development of individuals as both the starting point and the destination of
technological applications. At the relational level, the study suggests the adherence to the principle that
technological objects as "representational intermediaries” should not erode human autonomy, and
defend the educational stance centered on life growth; While embracing technological possibilities,
ultimately, it is necessary to maintain tacit knowledge through technological literacy education and
poetic education in the cognitive and practical dimensions, and safeguard the subjectivity and

generative nature of human beings in education.
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