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Redefining Student Subjectivity in the Age of Generative
Artificial Intelligence: A Posthumanist Perspective

TANG Qianwen'? & CAO Mei'?

(1. School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China;

2. Adolescent Education and Intelligence Support Lab, Nanjing Normal University,
Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: Embedding of generative artificial intelligence in students’ learning processes has

reshaped cognitive modes, action structures, and pathways of meaning-making, thereby challenging the

student subjectivity paradigm grounded in human-centered assumptions. In response to this

transformation, this study introduces a posthumanist theoretical framework to critically reflect upon and

reconstruct prevailing conceptions of student subjectivity. The study redefines student subjectivity as a

relational and generative capability that manifests in human-AI co-learning contexts through four

interrelated dimensions: distributed cognition, human-Al collaboration, meaning negotiation, and open

learning ecology. This study argues that educational approaches must be holistically reconfigured

across educational goals, cognitive processes, learning spaces, and the boundaries of subjectivity to

cultivate new forms of subjectivity capable of collaborating with technology, engaging in critical

reflection and co-creation, and assuming responsibility. The proposed reconceptualization of student

subjectivity not only provides a theoretical foundation for understanding educational transformation in

the era of generative artificial intelligence, but also offers guidance for educational practice aimed at

fostering students’ agentic and generative engagement within complex relational networks.

Key words: generative artificial intelligence; student subjectivity; posthumanism; human-Al

collaboration
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