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to “Where” : Historical

Shifts and the Contemporary Landscape in the Value
Orientation of Curriculum Knowledge

XIONG Huajun & ZENG Qin

(School of Educational Science, Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou 510665,
China)

Abstract: From the modern to the contemporary and postmodern eras, the value orientation of

curriculum knowledge has undergone a shift from

“what” to

(13 »

who” and then to “where.” The

question of “what knowledge is of most worth value? ” treats curriculum knowledge as a collection of

scientific knowledge, with its value oriented towards qualification. The question of “whose knowledge

is of most worth value”

views curriculum knowledge as a product of social construction, with its value

directed at socialization. Biesta argues that both share a “logic of knowledge possession” and thus

proposes an ontological turn by asking “where is the knowledge that is most valuable. ” In terms of its

core meaning, this question highlights characteristics of relationality, eventfulness, responsiveness, and

subjectification. In practical terms, it centers on around student subjectification and addresses

curriculum, pedagogy, the teacher, and the educational environment, aiming to achieve the coordinated

development of the qualifying, socializing, and subjectifying functions of curriculum knowledge.

Key words: curriculum knowledge; values; epochal leap; present picture; Biesta
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