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The Course, Logic and Reflection of International
Organizations in Lifelong Learning Governance from the
Perspective of Foucault's Governance —— A Comparative
Analysis of OECD and UNESCO

WANG Shuaijie

(Institute of International and Comparative Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai,
200062, China)

Abstract: Lifelong learning has progressively emerged as a focus in the critical agenda for
international organizations participating in global educational governance. This study investigates how
these organizations incorporate lifelong learning into their governance frameworks and the underlying
governance logics. Through perspective of Foucault's governance, the study traces the evolution of
lifelong learning to reveal its transformation from a purely "care of the self” to the power-related "know
thyself," and further diverges into dual trajectories of "self-governance" and "state governance" shaped
by knowledge relations. Utilizing a comparative case analysis of reports from OECD and UNESCO, the
study identifies two distinct governance logics:1) In self-governance logic, OECD links social and
economic risks to individual responsibility through security mechanisms, constructs scientized and
utilitarian knowledge via political economy, and operationalizes self-governance through human capital
and neoliberal discourse; 2) In state governance logic, UNESCO connects collective risks to
governmental accountability through disciplinary mechanisms, establishes normative and legitimizing
knowledge via demographic constructs, and advances state governance through social justice and
sustainable development discourse. These dual logics demonstrate that the integration of biopolitics and
societal educationalization constitutes a primary reason in contemporary governance of lifelong
learning realized. The study critically interrogates discourse and knowledge of lifelong learning
governance, proposing that Deleuze's philosophy of learning offers transformative insights to reimagine

lifelong learning governance.
Key words: lifelong learning; bio-politics; international organizations; global education

governance; governance; foucault
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