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Silver-hair Economy and Elderly Education: Relationship
Analysis, Interaction Mechanisms and Optimization Paths

WU Zunmin', ZHU Xinzhou?, YANG Huikang®, YANG Yu* & DAI Ling®

(1. Department of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China; 2. Lifelong
Education Service Guidance Centre, Hunan Open University, Changsha 410004, China; 3. School

of Social and Behavior Sciences, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China; 4. Shanghai Institute of
Tourism/School of Tourism, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 201418, China; 5. Department

of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: In the context of the national strategy of actively coping with population aging, the
integration and development of the silver-hair economy and geriatric education have attracted
widespread attention. According to the relevant literature and policy evolution, the silver-hair economy
and education for the elderly promote each other with the two core elements to meet the spiritual and
material needs of the elderly. The fundamental purpose of the integrated development is to promote the
social well-being of the elderly. Research shows that the interoperability of the two at the macro level
can transcend the dichotomy between the profit-seeking nature of the economy and the public welfare of
education. At the same time, based on the demand-driving, policy-guiding, and resource market-
allocating principles, it is possible and critical to establish a mechanism for interaction at the micro
level. Our study suggests essential strategies and paths to effectively promote the integration of the two
by improving system construction and policy design, promoting market introduction and integration of

industry and education, and deepening technological empowerment and innovation.

Key words: silver hair economy; geriatric education; interoperability and integration; integrated

development
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