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Rethinking of Higher Education Towards the Post-Al Era

MIAO Fengchun'?

(1. National Engineering Laboratory for Cyberlearning and Intelligent Technology,
Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, China;
2. Headquarters of UNESCO, Paris, 75007, France)

Abstract: Human societies will enter a post-Al era when Al becomes the universal innovation-

enabling tool with the maturity of foundation Al models, the penetration of specialized AI models across

industries, the universal compliance of the regulations of Al tools, and the ubiquitous use of Al for self-

empowerment. This paper proposes to rethink the fundamental missions of the higher education system

for China to retain the generational advantages in Al competitions during the post-Al era. It deliberates

the following four strategic directions for the Al-driven transformation of higher education: Enhancing

values of human-centered Al society citizenship, fostering the development of human capital that is

equipped with human-AlI collaborative skills and competencies for human-AIl co-creativity, promoting

scientific research for human-Al synergistic and Al-augmented scientific discovery, and providing

guidance for civilization based on the opposition-and-unity intercourses between human cultures and Al

objects. The paper proposes a three-dimension strategy to support the Al-driven transformation of

higher education encompassing “ Al competency developing, governance upgrading, and planning

towards generational advantages.”

Key words: post-Al era; Al society citizens; human-AI collaborative competencies; Al for scientific

discovery; evolution of human civilization in the Al era; Al competency development; upgrading of

governance
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