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Global Landscape of Adult Learning and Education and
Reflections on China’s Future Development Strategies

ZHU Min

(Institute of Vocational & Adult Education, Faculty of Education, East China
Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: UNESCO released the fifth Global Report on Adult Learning and Education (GRALE) in
2022, revealing critical global trends in adult learning and education (ALE). GRALE helps to examine
the ALE situation in China better, find priorities in promoting educational openness, and participate in
global lifelong education governance in the New Era. GRALE reports the current international ALE
development including its continuous improvement of policies in various countries, the inclusion of
diverse stakeholders, which has become the broadest consensus, rich and different governance methods,
and the funding for ALE with the education sector as the most significant contributor. In addition, it also
notes the participation rate, standards, and quality of learning and the fact that education is steadily
improving. However, through the analysis and comparison it also reveals concerns of uneven and
insufficient development, uneven development in various fields, overall weakness in civic education, and
uneven regional development, all of which make it difficult to break through the traditional development
pattern of "high in the West and low in the East." GRALE points out that the opportunities for lifelong
learning are unbalanced, and it will take time to achieve universal education. The funds have been
consistently low, and available social funds are limited. After analyzing the development of ALE in
China using the analytical framework of GRALES, we found that the implementation and progress
monitoring of adult education policies in China are well in place with the lack of national adult
education legislation. In addition, the mechanism for the participation of multiple stakeholders in
society is clear with rooms for optimization in governance methods and effectiveness. The overall
funding is insufficient, and the funding sources and distribution mechanisms need to be improved.
Fortunately, the scale of participation in adult education in China is steadily increasing. To strengthen
the guarantee of fair participation for different groups in ALE, China has initiated the its comprehensive
standardization and quality management, crucial to its further implementation of the entire and

integrated quality in ALE.
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international conference on adult education

- 120 -



	成人学习和教育发展的全球图景及对我国未来发展策略的思考

