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(5. BBEW)

Bridging the Digital Divide in Education: Key Points and
Reflections of the National Educational Technology Plan
(NETP 2024) in the United States

LAN Guoshuai'?, DU Shuilian’, XIAO Qi', SONG Fan',
SONG Mengqi' & DING Linlin’

(1. Faculty of Education, Henan University, Kaifeng 475004, China; 2. Henan Institute of
Education Policy, Kaifeng 475004, China)

Abstract: The US National Educational Technology Plan (NETP) has been updated seven times
since its release in 1996. In January 2024, the US Department of Education released the National

Educational Technology Plan (NETP 2024), which covers the areas of educational digital resource

access, digital education instructional design, and digital use of education. Three educational digital

divides, digital access divide, design divide, and use divide, are proposed, calling for action to build

systematic solutions to inequalities that support access, design, and use of learning technologies.

Accurately interpreting the plan will help clarify existing digital access, design, and use divides in the

digital transformation of education and promote equitable access to educational technologies for

learners and educators. By using content analysis and comparative analysis, this paper expounds on the
background and research purpose of the National Educational Technology Plan (NETP 2024) of the
United States, compares the differences between the seven editions of the National Educational

Technology Plan of the United States to reveal its different foci and emphases of the national

educational technology development. Finally, from the perspective of education empowering state

construction, the paper draws implications for China's education technology development planning and

provides a practical reference for accelerating the digital transformation of education in China.

Key words: national educational technology plan; digital access divide; digital design divide;

digital usage divide; education power; education digital transformation
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