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Is Effective Teaching Effective? ——Reviewing Based on
Biesta's Educational Thought

YANG Zhaomin & XIONG Huajun

(College of Educational Sciences, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China )

Abstract: The essence of effective teaching is to pursue efficiency, effectiveness, and effects of
teaching. Biesta’s educational thought provides a new theoretical perspective for rethinking effective
teaching, which shows positivity in the fields of qualification and socialization, but appears negative in
the field of subjectification. This is because it steps into the dominant value misconceptions such as
instrumentalization, consequentialization, and reductionism due to the lopsided pursuit of effectiveness,
making important labels such as measurable, predictable and controllable, and generating the salient
issues of measurmentalization and technologization, easily reduced to a productive activity. As a result,
effective teaching exacerbates the proliferation of instrumental validity and the absence of value
validity. It also generates the paradox of success in the field of qualification and socialization and the
failure in the domain of subjectification. The paper suggests that transcending effective teaching can be
explored in terms of the multi-dimensional bridging of the organic combination of instrumental validity
and value validity, the compatibility of measurable and non-measurable values, and the integration of
the purposes of qualification, socialization and subjectification to promote high-quality teaching and the

holistic development of students.

Key words: effective teaching; measurement; technology; Biesta
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