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BRI, BR T T BE20 T IO i DAt 23 IR R fig ) B80S
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Ve ORI — 20, Ml — HAES I E R UHET
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Criticism and Reflection on Educationalization: An Analysis
Based on Foucault

XIA Tiancheng

(School of Philosophy, Anhui University, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract: Educationalization is an important concept in contemporary educational philosophy that

explains how social problems are transformed into educational problems, and it is widely used in

discussions on many topics such as school education, lifelong education, and education reform. Marc

Depaepe and other scholars analyzed the historical trends and practical motivations of

educationalization and criticized its potential negative effects such as the transfer of social

contradictions, the pragmatism of education, and the risk of individual autonomy. These criticisms serve

as a warning and reference in the context of educational globalization. However, they also have

limitations with their perspectives and idealistic tendencies. In addition, these criticisms appear too

pessimistic when drawing on Foucault's theory of disciplinary power, and educationalization is seen

more as a negative process of normalization. However, from Foucault's analysis of knowledge/power
b b

education is not a pure field of knowledge unrelated to power, the criticism of educationalization cannot

be separated from the reflection on modern society, and normalization also has positive productivity, so

it is reasonable to be optimistic about the risks of educationalization.
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