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Online Course Design and Development: Elements,
Conceptual Model, and Process Model

WANG Zhijun & YU Xinyu

(Research Center of Internet + Education, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: Online learning is essentially different from classroom teaching. Due to the lack of grasp

of online learning principles and systematic theoretical research, the current construction of online

courses is based on empirical exploration, and it is difficult to achieve breakthroughs and innovations.

What elements do online courses include, and how do we design and develop online courses with a good

learning experience and quality assurance based on the basic principles of online learning? In order to

answer these questions, this study firstly defines the concept of online courses, sorts out the development

process and research of online courses, and proposes that the construction of online courses should shift

from a resource-based curriculum view to a participatory curriculum view. Based on refining the core

elements of an online course, this research constructs a concept model of online course design and

development based on the basic principles of online learning. The concept model adheres to learner-

centered, goal-oriented, comprehensive consideration of three aspects: situation, interaction, and

presence, and carries out systematic learning design around each element. In order to operationalize

the concept model, this research further constructs an online course design and development process

model, including multiple specific tasks and three stages of overall planning, systematic design, and

development iteration. Among them, the choice of the design concept is the soul. It not only guides the

design of various elements but also serves as the key to innovative online course design and

development.

Key word: online courses; components; learner center; goal orientation; learning design; MOOC
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