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Between-school Differences in Students’ Online Learning Engagement
and Its Influencing Factors: A Questionnaire Investigation of
One High-achieving and One Low-achieving
Senior High School during the Outbreak of COVID-19

ZHANG Ting' & HUANG Liang?

(1. Changzhou Senior High School of Jiangsu Province, Changzhou 213003, China;
2. Department of Public Administration, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract; Learning engagement is an important indicator of student learning quality. The between-school differ-
ences in students’ online learning engagement during the period of “Suspending Classes without Suspending Learn-
ing” would result in or even widen the gaps of educational quality between schools, which may further block students
Jfrom enjoying equal learning process and results. To effectively address this problem , this study, based on the learning
engagement assessment framework of the Program for International Student Assessment, explored the between-school
differences in students’ online learning engagement and its influencing factors during the outbreak of COVID-19,
through a questionnaire investigation of one high-achieving and one low-achieving senior high school. It was found
that there were significant differences in online learning engagement between students in the high-achieving school and
those in the low-achieving school; The between-school variances within individual adaptability, school capacity of
teaching organization, and parents’ support and care may work together to result in the between-school heterogeneity
in students’ online learning engagement. It was suggested that educational authorities should enhance the supply of
high-quality curriculum resources; Schools and the corresponding families should promote students’ online learning a-
daptability ; Schools should enhance their capacity of designing high-quality online curriculum and effectively imple-
menting online teaching; Teachers should proactively build family-school collaborative community and teacher-student
learning community ; And parents should create a favorable and supportive learning environment for students.

Key words: COVID-19; online learning engagement; between-school differences

- 112 -



