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Open Universities: Mission, Development and Challenges

JING Degang

( The Open University of China, Beijing 100039, China)

Abstract; Facing unprecedented change in the 3rd decade of the 21st century, open universities encounter many

new opportunities and new challenges. The “online world” has arrived ahead of time since the outbreak of the COVID-

19 pandemic. What historical mission should an open university take and accomplish? This article briefly reviews the

lessons learned from running open universities, objectively analyzes the problems, challenges, and opporiunities, and

systematically elaborates main views, reform pathways and specific measures on how to operate the open universities in

a satisfactory way with an attempt to provide a reference for the reform and development of the open universities in the

new era.

Key words: open universities ; degree education
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