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An Analysis of K-12 National Standards for Quality Online Education
in the United States

ZHOU Lei & ZHAO Zhongjian

(Institute of International and Comparative Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract; To strengthen the evaluation of online education , this year Virtual Learning Leadership Alliance and

Quality Maiters released the new K-12 National Standards for Quality Online Education based on the latest research

and best practices in the field of online education afier two years of revision process. The new standards are systematic,

Slexible and measurable and consist of National Standards for Quality Online Programs, National Standards for

Quality Online Courses, and National Standards for Quality Online Teaching , which form a complete k-12 online ed-

ucation quality assurance system from the dimensions of online programs, courses, and teaching. In addition, the

new standards implement the “learner-centered” principle and take learner experience as the foundation. The new

standards also put forward new requirements on the ability of teachers in online education. However, the new stand-

ards still have some shortcomings, which are embodied in its neglect of data privacy protection for learners.

key words: online courses; online teaching ; online programs; quality standards
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