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Building Design-centered Research-practice Partnership to
Shape Technology Adoption in Schools

GU Xiaoqging & BAI Xuemei

( Department of Educational Information Technology, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 , China)

Abstract; Bearing the mission of solving educational problems with technologies , the effective adoption of ICT in
education depends on provision of successful ICT solutions to educational problems. For this very purpose, there is a
need to focus on what are the practical problems of education to be tackled with ICT, what are the cutting-edge re-
search findings may provide practical knowledge, as well what are the technological solutions are available to be a-
dopted. Usually there are three parties involved , with little understanding with each other. In order to shape successful
ICT adoption in schools, design-based implementation research methodology was proposed as an effective way to do
so. By establishing a design-centered research-practice partnership , this study demonstrated how to integrate cutting-
edge research, educational practice and technical product provision together to jointly shape the ICT adoption in
schools and scaling of ICT adoption in education. In this paper, the idea of design-centered research-practice partner-
ship was first introduced, the methodology and process of design-centered research-practice partnership was then de-
scribed , followed with cases of design-centered research-practice partnership, to demonstrate how this partnership can
be combine necessary parties to lead and shape the successful ICT adoption in education.

Key words: ICT in education; design-based implementation research; design-centered; research-practice part-

nership ; shape
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