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Connotation of Learning Outcomes: Evolution and Inspirations

YING Yiye'?
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Abstract: Because of the promotion of lifelong education and the construction of learning society, the “learning
outcome certification” has become the focus of research. However, the concept of “learning outcome” has not received
enough attention yet. There is no consensus of “learning outcome” in current research and practice. The author ana-
lyzes the concept of “learning outcome” and finds that it has experienced three times”attention and discussion in the e-
volution , that is, the focus on the improvement of teaching strategies, the monitor of education quality, and the cohe-
sion and integration of education. From the perspective of concept hierarchy, it can be divided into four layers : target
layer, core layer, visible layer, and extension layer. Based on the analysis of concept hierarchy, the paper first inter-
prets the concept of “learning outcome” in the context of recognizing and transferring , and then discusses the construc-
tion of a learning outcome certification system in our couniry. There are four points to construct a learning outcome
system : all kinds of education must be guided by learning outcome ; to establish a national qualifications framework ;
to improve the related supporting system; and to build learning outcome culture atmosphere.

Key words: learning outcome; qualifications framework; credit transfer and accumulation system; recognition

non-formal and informal learning
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