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Research on the Social Interaction in Online Reading and its Impact:
Based on the Investigation of “WeRead”

CHAI Yangli"*, CHEN Xiangdong' & LI Yu'

(1. Depariment of Educational Informal Technology, East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062, China;
2. School of Education Science ,Xinyang Normal University , Xinyang 464000, China )

Abstract; Social interaction in online reading is defined as reading interaction among people in reading to con-
struct their understanding of reading content , share, and communication with others. The social interaction turns the
concept of face-to-face interaction in the traditional reading and leads to the separation of the main body of the inter-
action , which makes it easier for the communication and the understanding of the content in the reading. The subject
in the interactive process also obtains the sense of belonging and the continuous motive force of reading. The theoretical
consideration and discussion of social interaction generally have three aspects: self-efficacy, cognition, and emotion.
Social interaction in the online reading environment has become a common phenomenon. This study aims to explore
social interaction in online reading and its impact on reading efficacy, cognition, and emotions. Firstly, literature a-
nalysis and participatory observation were used to analyze the connotations of social interaction in online reading, in-
cluding the definition of social interaction , types, and characteristics of reading. Then based on the “ WeRead” plat-
Jorm , this research focused on social interaction and its influence on online reading with questionnaire survey, inter-
view , and content analysis. As a result, this research found that online reading need social support and the sense of a-
bility , and there is significant effect on the reading efficacy such as the sense of effort and environment , meanwhile , it
promotes a sense of control to a certain extent. What’ s more, social interaction in online reading facilitates cognitive
development of readers. When social interaction as a social dimension, it is important for learners’ interest, stimula-
tion and maintenance of motivation , the elimination of loneliness and the acquisition of belonging. Finally, the re-
search suggests that the online reading platform should provide more convenient reading interaction channels and mo-
nitoring scaffolds to facilitate readers’ deep interaction and self-monitoring , moreover , this research recommends sup-
porting the selective screening of annotations and interactive information , and conducts selection and push of informa-
tion for reading interactions , etc.

Key words:social interaction ; onlinereading ; reading efficacy; WeRead ; cognition; emotion
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