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Summary and Reflection: A Review of the Seminar
on the Progress and Achievements of Open University Construction
in China for the Past Five Years

XU Huifu, WEI Zhihui & LI Xueshu

( Development and Research Department, Shanghai Open University , Shanghai20086, China)

Abstract: On October 10, 2017, the leaders of 5 + 1 open universities in China, including the Open University
of China, and Beijing Open University, Jiangsu Open University , Guangdong Open University , Yunnan Open Univer-
sity , and Shanghai Open University gathered in Shanghai to discuss “the progress and achievement of open university
construction. ” The conference concluded that major open universities have made important progress in the past five
years , including establishing the organizational structure of new types of universities; setting up a wide range of col-
laborations and forming a mulii-level and multi-center mode of education ; deepening the integration of technology and
curriculum , and strengthening the cultivation of applied talents; improving the scientific research system, promoting
the development of scientific research ; strengthening quality assurance and promoting the sustainable development of u-
niversities ; building and improving the credit certification and conversion systems ; and reforming and exploring a new
governance mechanism. The conference also pointed out the problems in the process of open university construction, in-
cluding the incomplete orientation of the new types of universities, the lack of supporting policy, and the lack of coor-
dination among open universities at national and provincial levels. The conference suggested that the open universities
should clarify the orientation of the new types of open universities , support the initial trial of the open universities, ac-
celerate the renaming of 39 provincial TV universities, promote lifelong education legislation , design and formulation ,
and increase publicity to expand the social impact of the open universities. Finally, the paper concluded that the pilot
project of the open university has achieved staged result. Although the process is challenging, the prospect is bright.
With the development of new technology, open universities also face the challenge of finding ways to provide personal-
ized learning and to meet the innovation of technologies, to strengthen the business layout of one body with two wings ,
and to ensure high-quality open education.

Key words: open university; transformation; innovation; Chinese model; construction model; lifelong educa-

tion; learning society
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