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Needs Model of Teacher Professional Development of
Open Universities: Based on Grounded Theory

FENG Xiaoying', FENG Liguo® & YU Jing®

(1. The Research center of Distance education ,Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875, China;
2. The Center of Teacher Development, Open University of China ,Beijing 100039, China)

Abstract: Professional development is an important task for the construction of open universities. This study a-
dopted grounded theory, one of the qualitative research methods, and surveyed 94 teachers from China Open Universi-
ties with the form of focus group interviews. With three-level coding of the interview data , we analyzed the main tasks,
difficulties and challenges in different stages of Open University teachers” professional development. On this basis, we
constructed a needs model for open universities teacher professional development in China, and put forward three di-
mensions of needs, which are self-identity , social identity and peer identity. The authors proposed that terchers should
develop blended teaching ability to meet the need of self-identity, scientific research ability to meet the need of social i-
dentity , and team cooperation ability to meet the need of peer identity. Furthermore, this study constructed a blended
teaching knowledge framework for open university teachers, and proposed four core elements of effective teaching,
which include content knowledge, andragogy knowledge, online teaching knowledge and technical knowledge. The
four core elements were intertwined , and formed new mixed elements, including andragogical content knowledge , on-
line teaching content knowledge , technical online teaching knowledge, technical andragogy knowledge.

Key words: open university; teacher professional development; blended teaching ; knowledge framework
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