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Classification of Learning Activities and Design Analysis of MOOCs

LIU Mingzhuo' & WANG Yongling?

(1. School of Open Learning and Education, East China Normal University ,Shanghai 200062, China;
2. Department of Educational Technology, East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract; FEffective online learning activities can inspire and guide the in-depth studies of online learners, narrow the
psychological distance, promote immersion learning and improve learning efficiency. However, due to the influence of
traditional teacher-centered , textbook-centered education philosophy, most teachers facing MOOCs learning activities
design often feel uncertain about what type of effective online learning activities should be designed. Regarding this sii-
uation, and based on published literature about online learning activities and the development trend of online learn-
ing , this paper systematically studied and analyzed the classification system of online learning activities. It was found
that classification perspectives for learning activities varied, and the typical classification perspectives are from the per-
spective of knowledge construction, teaching interaction, learning motivation, and the activity flow. However, there
are limitations for each of these classification perspectives in classification references, their scope and significances. In
view of this, the author integrated muliidimensional classification perspectives and conducted a reorganization and cor-
rection of online learning activities.

In this article, we propose five categories of online learning activities, including Learning Guidance Category,
Understanding Construction Category, Interaction and Sharing Category, Reflection and Evaluation Category, and
Learning Support Category. Each category was further divided into a total of 17 sub-categories and then for each sub
category the common types of activities were studied , and a total of 80 kinds of activities were identified. Then, an on-
line learning evaluation scale for the design of activities was proposed. Using this scale , 30 MOOCs from six world-re-
nowned MOOC platforms were analyzed using content analysis. The results showed that generally speaking , all of the
MOOCs were well designed, but there existed differences among different platforms, different disciplines, and different
content types. In comparison, the design of activities in quality and quantity was weaker in the Interaction and Sha-
ring Category. The reflection and Evaluation Category also needed strengthen and improve. The sub categories of
“Resource Interaction Category” and “Summary and Reflection Category” especially lacked enough activities and the
activities designing for “ Enhancing the Learning Interest and a Clear Direction Category” also needed to be sirength-
ened.

Key words: MOOCs ;online learning activities ; classification system
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