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A Comparative Study on Educational Technology Curricula
between Chinese and USA Universities

LIU Meifeng', LV Jinjiao', DONG Lili' & MA Xiaoling?

(1. Research Cenire for Learning and Performance Technology, Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University ,
Beijing 100875, China ;2. School of Education, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021, China)

Abstract: As a young and fast-growing interdisciplinary field , educational technology programs face many opportuni-
ties and challenges. Personnel training as an important development objective , should be a key for its future develop-
ment. In this study, we chose 9 educational technology programs in the US and 8 in China as research subjects. By
comparing their curricula, we found that the two countries are very different in their professional degree structures,
names , course objectives, course content, and curriculum implementation and evaluation. We also explored the possi-
ble reasons of the differences, including social acknowledgement and demand, professional orientation, sources for
students and teachers , as well as cultural and institutional factors between the two countries. Based on Chinese culture
and drawing on the experience of the United States, we offered the following enlightenment , which is to focus on the
needs of society, establish an open, dynamic system of curriculum development; reduce appropriately the number of
college students and undergraduate enrollment while increase master and doctoral enrollment; increase the proportion
of professional skills courses ; And provide policy support, and encourage online courses, interdisciplinary electives , and
the creation of cooperative learning space.

Key words: educational technology program; higher education; curriculum; comparative study between China

and USA
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