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A Survey of MOOCs Accreditation and Certification in China

YIN Bingshan'?,ZHENG Qinhua® & CHEN Li*

(1. Institute of Distance Education and Open Learning , Beijing Open University , Beijin 100081, China ;2. Research
Centerof Distance Education/Smart Learning Institute , Bejjing Normal University , Beijing100875, China)

Abstract . Since its boom in 2012, MOOCs have generated high expectation as being able to promote the higher edu-
cation reform. MOOC accreditation becomes the key as documented in MOE China. Using content analysis, question-
naire and literature review , this study tried to understand the status of MOOCs credits recognition in China. The paper
investigated how the MOOCs award certificates work and how universities recognize MOOCs certificates as credits. In
addition , the paper analyzed different MOOCs credits recognition types. The results show that most of MOOCs are
mainly for attracting learners and improving institutional reputation. Few of them can give credits to learners. Differ-
ent platforms have quite different forms of Certifications , which means diverse modes of MOOCs in China. The ways of
certifications have significant correlations with the objective evaluation including test and exam , and hawve little correla-
tions with subject homework. Although MOOCs have spread among universities, few of the universities have policies on
the MOOCS credits recognition. When referred to credits recognition , the concept of MOOCs often changes into online
education, especially structured online education by universities. Credits are mostly offered to students in campuses,
and there’ re no credits offered to social learners by the institutions of the government. Based on the results of this stud-
y, this paper made the following seven recommendations for MOOCs credit recognition in China . first, encouraging u-
niversities to recognize MOOCs credits ; second , respecting the universities’ authority for MOOCs credits recognition
third , balancing the recognition of MOOCs credits and the development of universities staff; fourth, keeping one stand-
ard for both online and regular on—campus credits; fifth, establishing third—party institutions for credits evaluation ;
sixth , constructing a quality evaluation system for online education based on big data; and lastly, enclosing MOOCs
credits into the government credits banks.

Key words: MOOCs ; credit recognition ; online education; China
S O U S
(F#3829 T0)

have not yet carried out distance graduate education in China. With the idea of distance education changing from
compensatory education to lifelong education gradually, distance graduate education is bound to be the choice in Chi-
na in the future. Studying from the distance graduate education program of human resource development in the Uni-
versity of Illinois, this paper found that there are four major differences between American distance graduate education
and distance education in China , including the differences in main liability, quality assurances, learners, and enroll-
ment behaviors. Lastly, this paper made four policy suggestions for the development of distance graduate education in
China , including orientating from compensatory education to lifelong education, taking colleges as the main body of
responstbilities , establishing independent quality assurance systems, and carrying out distance graduate education with
professional master programs as the pilots.

Key words : distance education ; graduate students; adult education ; the United States
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