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T. Reeves, T. Reynolds (eds. ), MOOCs and Open Education around

Reform and Development of Open Universities.
Reflection and Prospect

The Editorial Office

Abstract. Open University is an important force in promoting the construction of learning society and the national
lifelong education system, which is highly regarded by the Party and government. In the year of 2011, the "medium
—to—long—term Education Reform and Development Plan (2010-2020)" first proposed the idea of “running Open U-
niversity. ” In 2002, the CPC Central Committee, State Councilor Liu Yandong aitended the opening ceremony of
three Open Universities. In 2016, the Ministry of Education issued " Suggestions on running Open Universities" and
proposed the" innovative training model , the reform of the management system and operation mechanism, and the ex-
ploration of university operation model that has both Chinese characteristics and the features of the times.

How to fulfill the high expectations of our party and our nation”? What challenges will Open University encounter?
What reforms need to be made? There are all key questions need to be considered for Open University to have successful
operation and development.

In this special occasion as we celebrating the Journal’ s twentieth anniversary, and with the approval of our edito-
rial committee , we invited worldwide well—known experts and scholars to share their views on the reform and develop-
ment of Open University , including Professor Asha Kanwar from the Commonwealth of Learning, President of the In-
ternational Association for Distance Education, principle of the British Open University , Professor of Beijing Normal
University , Prof. Chen Li, UNESCO Higher Education and Distance Education project expert Professor Wang Yibing ,
Shanghai open University Vice— President Professor Gu Xiaomin, Professor of modern Distance Education National
Consortium of University Secretary—General Yan Jichang, and Beijing open University and former president Professor
Hu Xiaosong. In these essays, the scholars showed good prospects for Open University , offered a deep reflection of the
major problems hindering the development of Open University, and raised high expectations for the construction of
Open University. These insights not only provide inspirations for the construction of open universities but also are bene-
ficial to the readers as well. The full texts, ordered by the time of their finalization, are published below for our read-
ers.

Key words: open university; MOOC ; distance education

.16 -



