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Status, Barriers, Motivations, and Implications of Online Education
in the U. S. Higher Education.Based on the Analysis of 12
Years Survey Reports from Sloan- Consortium

LIANG Linmei & XIA Yingyue

( Research Center for the Educational Informationization Development of Henan Province ,
Henan University , Kaifeng 475004, China)

Abstract . In order to re—assess the divergent viewpoints about MOOC phenomenon, a historical review of the develop-
ment of online education is critical. This study uses document analysis as a research method. Based on the 12 years
survey reports of university and college online education in the U. S. from Sloan— Consortium, this paper analyzed
and summarized its status , barriers and major motivations. The strategic position of online education in the long—term
development of universities and colleges has been gradually accepted. In terms of scale, speed, and popularity rates ,
online education has been integrated into the mainstream of higher education in the U. S. , and has been one of the
integral components of the higher education system. The quality of online instructions has been accepted gradually ac-
companying by constant challenges. Most university and college administrators still hold the wait—and-see attitude to-
ward the emergence of MOOC. They think that MOOC has limited effects on the reform of course and instruction in u-
niversities and colleges. The major barrier factors for online education are associated with faculty, student, and em-
ployer. The major motivations for online education are to expand the supplies of higher education and to promote the
fairness of higher education , to solve the problems and predicaments in the development of higher education , to meet
the needs of diversified learning styles from the new generations of learners, and to meet the popularities and strong de-
mands of lifelong learning. Based on the above viewpoints, five enlightenments are proposed. From the view of devel-
opment, MOOC should be considered one family member of online education and open education, rather than an iso-
lated Internet incident. From the view of function, MOOC should focus on the ultimate mission of online education
and open education , rather than being considered and used as a fashionable panacea for educational problems. lIts ul-
timate mission is to serve lifelong learning and lifelong learners. From the view of the system, MOOC should be inte-
grated into the new learner—centered e—learning ecosystem, and to serve for the construction of the new multiple open
higher education system. We should focus on learning effectiveness and learner retention of MOOC from the perspective
of distance education system. In order to promote effective applications of Open Educational Resources( OER) , inclu-
ding MOOC , blended instruction should be implemented in universities and colleges.

Key words: Sloan—C; higher education; university and college; online education; open education; online course

lifelong learning ; MOOC ( Massive Open Online Course) ; blended instruction
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