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Constructing Learning Cities in China.
The Transcendence and Reconstruction from International to Local

GUO Huinan' ,WU Zunmin® & HAN Baolei'
(1. Shanghai Academy of Educational Science,200032 ;2. East China Normal University ,200032 , China)

Abstract. Building learning cities ts an inevitable trend in historical development and social progress. It is also the
necessary way to advance urban civilization. Internationally , theories and practices of learning city construction em-
phasize more on inclusive learning and lifelong learning culture, and highlight the sustainable development of learning
cities. In China, learning city construction has gone through a three—stage developmental process. It features lifelong
education system, government policy led initiative, and the multilateral cooperation for the effective integration of re-
sources. However , it also faces many issues and challenges, including the utilitarian constraints, inadequate opera-
tional mechanisms, partial integration of modern learning technologies, and incomplete legal system. Therefore, in
the future, the construction of learning city in China should focus on its benefits to the society and move forward step
by step. China should utilize social institutional advantages and people oriented policies to strengthen the integration of
social forces. A coordinated mechanism and a systematic evaluation system are also desirable to achieve sustainable de-
velopment of learning cities in China.

Key words . learning cities; learning city construction ; international development ; local practice
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