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Designing Learning Activities to Facilitate Students’
Understanding in Flipped Classroom

CHEN Mingxuan & YANG Juan

( Research Center for Educational Informatization ,College of
Education Science , Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract. One essence of the flipped classroom ( FC) model is to find an approach to promote students’ in—depth un-
derstanding and truly embodies the learner—centered idea. Based on the “ Backward Design” principle , this article is
intended to develop a framework for the design of learning activities that foster students’ understanding in flipped
classroom. In this study, five main factors have been summarized through literature review and content analysis . gen-
erative topics as the core subject in a curriculum , comprehensible learning goals leading to specific performance, heu-
ristic learning task, environmental resources supporting the FC, and continuous assessment throughout the learning
process. Moreover , this research study implemented a series of teaching practices to inspect how the FC learning activi-
ties in accordance with the framework affect the level of students’ understanding capacity. Specifically , we choose two
chapters from the “ Directing and Producing of TV program” course as comparative practices to illustrate the learning
effectiveness. By using the method of questionnaire, observation and content analysis, we found that learning activities
based on this model can significantly improve students’ understanding and help students develop their diversified abili-
ties. What is more, students show a strong interest in this new learning style. To advance our research in future, we
need to focus more on teaching practices in different disciplines and fields. Also, we will need to design a more specific
learning assessment system and clarify its corresponding evaluation indices.

Key words . teaching for understanding ; the flipped classroom ; learning activity design ;
S S SO U
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Development and Implementation of
Distance Student Engagement Scale

LI Shuang & YU Chen

( Research Center of Distance Education ,Beijing Normal Uuniversity , Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract. The paper presents a study on the development and trial implementation of a Distance Student Engagement
Scale. Firstly, the study identified the constructs of the scale by reviewing typical student engagement scales and rele-
vant theories. Secondly, the authors conducted an item analysis (on 277 samples) , a factor analysis (on 443 sam-
ples for structural validity) and a correction analysis with learning motivations, and finally obtained a 45 —item
student engagement scale with three subscales identified as behavioral, emotional and cognitive engagement subscales.

Also, the authors analyzed the engagement situations of distance learners based on 443 student responses from School
of Distance Learning for Medical Education at Peking University and Beida Jade Bird training institution. Results of
this survey are reported and discussed in the paper, including the whole engagement situations, the specific situations
of engagement in three dimensions of the sample , and the differences of engagement in gender, age, employment sta-
tus , marriage status, distance learning experience and education type.

Key words : student engagement ; distance education course ; assessment scale ; learner support
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