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An International Comparative Study of MOOC Learning
Behavior. Taking " Financial Analysis and Decision-Making"
Course as an Example

XUE Yufei' ,HUANG Zhenzhong® & SHI Fei’

(1. Department of Computer Science and Technology , Tsinghua University, 100081 Beijing , China ;
2. Institute of Educaition , Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084 , China )

Abstract. In recent years, the emergence and development of MOOCs have promoted the boom of online education
and also facilitated relevant research based on the educational data analysis and data mining. Along with the increas-
ing number of renowned universities that provide MOOCs for international platforms and the increasing number of
world—wide learners, researchers can obtain a lot of data to explore the internationalization of higher education from a
new perspective. The behavior data from a large amount of learners of different ages, countries and other backgrounds
in MOOCs s valuable for the research of learning behaviors and habits of different groups. In 2014, Tsinghua Univer-
sity launched a course called Financial Analysis and Decision Making on the edX platform , and over 30, 000 learners
Jrom more than 200 couniries were enrolled. To learn the generality and peculiarity of the learners with different cul-
tural background, and find the solution to the maladjustment in learning which is caused by cultural difference, this
paper analyzes the learning behaviors of 5001 learners from US, UK and India enrolled in the course and studies their
main difference happening in different stages of the course. We establish and calculate the constructs of learning activi-
ty and learning endurance. Based on the data, we describe the learning behaviors of the groups across different coun-
tries. It is shown that Indian learners tend to be more active during the stage of examination while the learners from
the US tend to be more active at the beginning of the course. In the whole process of the course, the learners from the
UK show better learning endurance than the other two groups. In general, the learners from India are more sensitive
Jfor examinations or similar learning tasks ; the learners from the US pay more attention to personal feelings when choo-
sing courses and allocating their time; the learners from the UK show better endurance and more stable learning
process.

Key words: MOOC ; learning behavior; cross—cultural analysis
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