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The Phenomenon of " Rich People, Poor Government,
Weak Schools" and the Governance of Rural Education

LIU Jirui

( Department of Educational Management, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract . Urbanization has led to profound social changes from the line of economic to education. The transfer of ru-
ral labor leads to the phenomenon of "rich people, poor government, and weak school" which represents a new group
of concepts. " Rich people" refers to the relatively migrant workers and their family members who can make more mon-
ey and enjoy a richer life through going out for work than the peasant who is always farming at home in the vast rural
areas in china. At the same time ,the large number of labor outflow causes the social problems of " poor government" .

The reason is while the government’ s output of native labor has also lead to the lost of the wealth and tax created by
the output people. In this situation ,because of Chinese education system , the local schools supported by the “ poor gov-
ernment” become the supposed “weak schools “natually which can not supply education resource which is satisfied e-
nough by the the local "rich people”. It is an invisible potential relationship which people do not perceive ,but com-
monly exists in the vast majority of rural areas in Central and Western of China, and may cause serious consequences.

In which the rural lefi behind children education problem is particularly worthy our high attention. With the frequent
exposure of some negative news events of the left behind children in central and western regions in recent years , the so-
cial problem which has always existence existed while has been neglected by us gradually exposing to the public’s view.

Not only causing the concern of the related fields of experts, but also arousing the social people concern. From the per-
spective of ecology , this article describes the changes of rural education ecology from the macro and micro social as-
pects yit makes us have a chance to recognize the inappropriate role of rural schools, families and governments in the
rural education. In order to make the education service system in rural areas to adapt to the current ecological educa-
tion in rural areas ,this paper puts forward the idea of the governance of rural left behind children’s school education.

In the background of promoting regional education governance it tries to solve the social and educational problem
through the innovation of the system. In the last,based on the actual situation of our country and through learning
Jrom the experiences of western countries, using the power of third—party organizations ,the author designs a new set of
school model , which is aimed at the education of rural left behind children. From the results of the survey, the model
received praise and recognition from the stakeholders in this research.

Key words . lefi—behind children; rural school; education governance; third—party organization ;
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