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Making Sense of Educational Technology.
From MOOCs to Blended Learning—Where Next”

Sir John Daniel

( DeTao Masters Academy ,China)

Abstract . The paper first reviews the MOOCs phenomenon , outlining its history from the first connnectivist MOOCs of
2008 until the present day. The impact of MOOCs is interpreted with reference to both the Gartner Hype Cycle and
Moore’s Technology Adoption Cycle. We conclude that MOOCs will have a bigger future in continuing education and
skills development than in higher education , although an important impact of MOOCs has been to lead universities to
take online learning seriously in their regular programs.

The second part of the paper examines the approaches called blended learning. It reviews the research on the rela-
tive strengths of online and face—to—face teaching, examines the skills that graduates will need in the 21st century,
and concludes that the future lies in hybrid learning. This means redesigning the teaching learning process to do most
teaching online, reserving face —to —face interaction for aspects of academic knowledge and skills development that
students find particularly challenging.

Key words: MOOCs; blended learning ; higher education
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