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PHEFRT R F A E OHEZR R T - MER (M.
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A7 B 3 A% R 21 TR A AR U | 4 fi
B N2 A4 8 01 B 3 - 0938 sh Bl —
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AT 2T 1R (open learning initiatives ) , 33X 46
BEPARZEARAE B SE E s Dk B s
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Issues and Trends in the Field of Educational Technology.
A Review of AECT 2014-2015 Experts’ Viewpoints

DONG Lili,LV Jinjiao & LIU Meifeng

( College of Educational Technology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract. As a new field focusing on applying emerging technology to education, educational technology is develo-
ping rapidly and moving towards prosperity. The Association for Educational Communications and Technology
(AECT) is a professional association committed to explore fundamental questions and future development in the field
of educational technology. At the AECT 2014 International Convention, a panel discussion on "the future of instruc-
tional design programs" was held. At the same time, "TechTrends" , a magazine issued by AECT, set up a column
called * positing the future” in September 2014. Based on these two parts of sources, we analyzed 12 experts’ opinions
to help understand the five basic problems in educational technology, including the naming problem , the connection of
technology and educational technology , the social acceptance of our field, the relationship between educational tech-
nology and learning science, and the talent training issue. Then, we give our opinions on five future trends in the
field . the impact of technology in our field will be deeper; Educational technology will lead changes in education ; In-
structional design should focus on both practice and production at the same time; Online education should care more
about quality. The field of educational technology has been changing, which is one part of its charm. As a Chinese
educational technologist , we should clearly understand the problems exist in the filed , such as inconsistent name of ed-
ucational technology, unrecognized social status, etc. At the same time, we should remember that emerging technolo-
gles have been promoting the development of our field, and “instructional design” remains at the heart of educational
technology. Our goal is to promote learning and improve learning performances. We need to keep an open mind and
have a proactive mind in solving various educational problems. Spreading and communicating the knowledge of the
field is also important. Through collaboration , the field of educational technology will lead the reform of education in
the near future.
Key words: educational technology; Association for Educational Communications and Technology, AECT, instruc-

tional design ; instructional technology
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