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An Empirical Study on QQ-based Teacher Learning Community

MENG Zhaokun'?, LAN Guoshuai',XU Meidan' & ZHANG Yichun'

(1. School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210097 , China ;
2. School of Literature and Art ,Shihezi University ,Shihezi 832000 , China )

Abstract . Recently, online learning is increasingly becoming the main professional development approach for teachers
to obtain knowledge and skills. Supported by various online tools , especially the social software platforms, teachers’

learning community can be established spontaneously. In China, QQ chatting tool has become a popular instant mes-
sage tool for Internet users. Under this context, we used Q) group to form a learning community in the present study.

The research procedure is as follows. Firstly , we conducted a statistical analysis on the basic situation of the teachers’

learning communities and investigated its impact on learning communities. It is found that Q) group satisfies the re-
quirement of self—organization system but may limits the development of learning community to some degree. Second-
ly, a social network analysis was carried out based on QQ groups’ chatting records and data mining to analyze the
characteristics and historical evolution of teachers’ online learning community and clarify its diachronic principles of
development. Results showed that the Q(Q—based teacher learning community has its own features compared with other
social software platforms in terms of the density and mutual benefits of social network. Also, the diachronic data indi-
cates that teacher learning community, to some extent, is constrained by the uniqueness of teachers’ occupation. Fi-
nally, using aforementioned analysis , we found that the population of group members had little to do with its vitality.

Instead , shared topics and interests of the members could influence the vitality as well as the lifespan of a certain
learning community. The lack of thought leaders was also a bottleneck for the sustainable development of a learning
community. Additionally , the lack of shared knowledge blocked the learning community development. Given all those
issues that need to be resolved, we recommend the following measures . raise the requirements for new member enroll-
ment , establish a clear and specific shared topic to increase the lifespan and vitality of a community, develop thought
leaders for learning community ,and integrate ()Q) group with other BBS learning communities for deep collective inter-
action.

Key words . teacher development ; online learning community ; self-organization; QQ group
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