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Iterative Symbiosis. A New Path for the
Construction of Open Course Resources

SUN Tianlinzi & ZHANG Shuyu

( Educational Science College, Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing, Jiangsu 210097, China)

Abstract . In recent years, the rapid development of open courses has a profound impact on the sharing of domestic
high—quality education resources. However, the development of open courses resources has encountered mutual prob-
lems in respect of sustainability and reproducibility , such as " high dropout rate” and "low sustained rate" , "low up-
date rate" and "narrow range of options". The core of the problems lie in the fact that the one way development
makes open courses unable to grow healthily. Under this background, the urgent issue is how to maintain the sustain-
ability of open courses.

In order to make a breakthrough , the author made an empirical research into the mode of resources development
" From Sharing to Symbiosis" on the basis of " Visual Culture and Media Literacy” course which has been constructed
and explored for over a decade in Nanjing Normal University. By theoretically combing and extracting the data , this
study proposes a new path to open courses resources development " Iterative Symbiosis" and expects to achieve a sustain-
able development of open courses resources.

The " From Sharing to Symbiosis" model has innovatively subverted the traditional one—way resources develop-
ment model and has incorporated the students” works into the creation of a new round of teaching resources develop-
ment. Students who select the course have double identities in that they both share the original resources and create re-
newable resources. Simultaneously , with the continued expansion of the developers, learning resources keep expanding

and optimizing. This resources development model has achieved sustainable development of courses resources.
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