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The Practice and Future of MOOCs .
An Interview with Prof. Ricky Yu-Kwong KWOK from the
University of Hong Kong

WANG Juan, LAN Min & WEI Zhihui

(1. Education sciences Institute, JiangSu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China;
2. Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China;
3. Journal of Open Education Research, Shanghai Open University, Shanghai 200086 ,China )

Abstract. Nowadays, MOOCs’ practices and researches are fashionable in theworld. Ithas increasingly become the
buzzword of classroom reform. However ,many issues are concerned by researchers from the institutions of higher educa-
tion , such as how to make high quality MOOCs, how to promote the innovation and sharing of MOOCs, and how to
sustain the development of MOOCs.

Yu—Kwong KWOK is a famous professor in the Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering at the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, and meanwhile, he is Associate Vice — President and the head of working group of HKU
MOOCs. His research interest is on large—scale distributed computer system , radio system and network security. His re-
sponsibility is organizing HKU MOOCs systematically. Specifically, his jobs mainly focus on curriculum development ,
technology processing , propaganda, management, scheduling and publication and so on. He used to give a report at
edX global conference on behalf of HKU. He is the Editor in chief of Parallel and Distributed Computing , and Associ-
ate Editor—in—chief of IEEE Transactions on Parallel and Distributed Systems , and Editorial board member in Sensor
Networks. He published over 170 papers, and more than 20 books. As a visiting scholar of HKU ,the first author has
a deep communication with professor Yu—Kwong KWOK on MOOCs. During the visiting period, professor Yu—Kwong
KWOK introduced some work on HKU MOOCs to us for a few times, and we Listened some lectures on MOOCs work
reports from experts of other universities. This study focuses on the practicing experience , sharing and innovation , oper-
ating mechanism and existing problems, and sustainable development on the construction of HKU MOOCs.

The reasons why we choose HKU MOOCs as the research object are as follows. Firstly, HKU ranked first in Asian
university rankings that published for the first time in international higher education research institutions ()S, which
means it has high academic level. Secondly, the international education model provides an excellent diverse learning
environment for students. The entire curriculum is in English. The learning management system Moodle offers the on-
line experiences for discussion and other online activities. Online and offline teaching convergence are obtained. Third-
ly, Hong Kong is a free port and an international metropolis. It has thousands of years Chinese traditional culture, so
it has quite a strong local characteristics. Therefore, HKU has the great advantages that back to the east while face to
the west. The construction practice of HKU MOOCs can provide references for the construction of open courses and its
sustainable development at home and abroad.

Key words: MOOCs ; practice and exploration ; innovation and sharing ; sustainable development
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