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Returning to Confucian Model of School Administration
from the Perspectives of MOOCs

LI Minghua

( School of Public Administration, East China Normal University , Shanghai 20062 , China )

Abstract: This study is an attempt to develop a modern Confucian model of schooling armed with e —learning,

MOOCs , and micro-lectures. Our research suggests that the Confucius” independent teacher model may inspire today’

s school reform because of MOOCs and micro—lectures. Kahn Academy type micro lecture movement has given the edu-
cation visionaries in China the chances to gradually change the current school models. With the fast development of
MOOCs and micro lectures for students, it will soon become obvious that all sorts of lectures for school students at uni-
versal education level will be available online, which will make it awkward for a teacher to insist on making lectures in
classrooms. In a future school, a teacher will not just lecture, but will be a facilitator who assists, directs, monitors ,

and consults students for learning. This learning facilitator is quite similar to Confucius two thousand years ago in
terms of teaching and learning model. We call such a facilitator a modern Confuctius. A modern Confucius should be
allowed to establish and administer a school on his own, rather than on capital providers. Parents will empower a
modern Confucius to oversee their kids learning with a major schooling base being at one of the student homes rather
than at a school campus as it is today. Parents and a modern Confucius will form a board of directors who will be the
decision making body of the tiny school with one modern Confucius and a few students. Governments will have the
power to accredit modern Confucius, and regulate such modern Confucius schools according to related laws in ideology
control , education standards, and some part of curriculum to assure social cohesion. Schools—within—a-school pro-
vides a possible path for such a reform to take place gradually and smoothly. Public schools will open their campuses
including all the facilities on the campus such as libraries, classrooms, and many of the common courses to the mini
—schools run by the modern Confucius. As China becomes a prosperous country, people will have increasing needs for
their school choice to make sure their children get the best possible education. Such a modern Confucius school system
will ensure that China is to educate generations of innovative and diversified people and to promote the realization of
China’ s dream.

Key words : Confucius; MOOC ; micro—lecture; education market ; schools—within—a—school
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