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A Practical Study in the Flipped Classroom Based on
WeChat under Environment of Mobile Learning
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Abstract. With the rapid development of mobile technology and the popularization of mobile equipments (e. g. , smart
phone and laptop) , Mobile learning has drawn global attention and becomes research highlights in the education
field. With a learner—centred characteristic, mobile learning can fully support learners’ personalized learning needs.
Thus, it is of great significance to study the effective integration strategies between mobile learning and the teaching
model of Flipped Classroom , which potentially facilitates the process of educational informationization. WeChat ,
which includes three main functions . platform function, communication function, and social networking function, is
one of the most popular applications on mobile devices. These multiple inclusive functions can provide strong support for
the implementation and development of mobile learning.

This empirical research on application of WeChat in flipped classroom contains the following four stages . Firstly,
the study revealed potential pedagogical functions of WeChat and analyzed technical requirements of flipped classroom.
Based on these statements, it puts forward a solution of a WeChat—assisted flipped classroom method.

Secondly , under the direction of Constructivist Learning Theory and Systematic Instructional Theory, the re-
searchers conducted a case study on existing flipped classroom models. And on this basis, a flipped classroom model
supported by the Wechat platform has been constructed.

Furthermore, guided by the constructed flipped classroom model, the authors carried out a teaching session on
“Basic College English” class. The resulis of this study demonsirate that WeChat—assisted flipped classroom can effec-
tively improve the students” learning performances.

Last but not the least, this paper summarized advantages and limitations of the model, and provided suggestions
on how to implement a “flipped classroom” model under mobile learning environment.

Key words . mobile learning ; WeChat ; flipped classroom ; teaching model
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