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The Realization of Sustainable Development. Education

Reconstruction in the Lifelong Learning Era
——Interview with Professor Makino Atsushi of University of Tokyo

LU Suju

( Institute of Vocational and Adult Education ,School of Education Science ,
East China Normal University ,Shanghai 200062 , China )

Abstract . Professor Makino Atsushi, Director of Lifelong Learning Research in the School of Education at University
of Tokyo, is a famous Japanese scholar in the theory of lifelong education and research on modern education. He has
long been devoted to the reconstruction of lifelong education and learning theory, and also led the research team com-
mitted to the practice mode in this field based on regional development. This interview focuses on the theme of educa-
tion reconstruction in an era of lifelong learning , from the perspective of education for sustainable development ,advoca-
ted by UNESCO from the United Nations ( Education for Sustainable Development, ESD) , and presentshow to objec-
tively review the challenges due to the structural changes in the social and economic environments?. Professor Makino
shared the practical cases of his promotion of lifelong learning in regional development, presented the convergence in
the international trend, and put forward the rational thought on the education system reconstruction to realize the sus-
tainable development based on the practicesin Japan. Advice from others may help one’s defects. Although the histori-
cal background, cultural concept, and social structure are different between China and Japan, social problems and
practical experience in Japan has an important reference value to China, who is facing the same economic and social
transformation. In the era of lifelong learning outlined by Professor Makino ywe can see the mutual integration of the
regional government , enterprises, universities and communities, and the breakthrough in the existing framework of
school system , especially the practice of structural reconstruction on regional level. Hopefully all these willprovide the
reference for the construction in lifelong learning system in China.

Key words: ESD; lifelong education ; lifelong learning ; education reconstruction ; Japan
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