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Is China’s Online Graduate Education Ready. Based on the
Analysis of " Online Graduate Education"” in USA

LI Fengliang & FU Xinyu

( Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 , China)

Abstract. Online graduate education is not only a branch of the surging online education trend , but also a new di-

rection and idea of the development of postgraduate education. In the United States, rapid development of online edu-

cation is occurring , and online graduate education is also being rapidly developed. " Online Graduate Education,” a

report developed by American Council of Graduate Schools in the United States, presents an analysis of the development

and the related key issues on the development of online graduate education.

In China, the development of online graduate education is still in its infancy, and even online education is just

beginning to grow rapidly in China and has a long way to develop. Thus, it is valuable to learn from USA’ s experi-

ence on the development of online graduate education.

First, this paper starts with introducing " Online Graduate Education,” focusing on the five issues of developing

online graduate education: 1) development of programs and courses; 2) professional development for current and fu-
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ture faculty; 3) supporting student learning in the online environment ; 4) finances and facilities; and 5) accreditati-
on and regulatory issues.

Second , the paper introduces a survey about online learning and shares the results of Chinese online education.
The paper also discusses the situation and possibilities of online graduate education in China.

Third, the paper discusses the development of online graduate education in China from the aspects of finance,
faculty, learners and credit transfer. Although there are many unresolved factors, there are some excited possibilities.

The paper concludes that Chinese online graduate education will have a prosperous future although much explora-
tion and development still needs to occur. The paper suggests that the Chinese high—level universities, especially those
who want to build world—class universities , should begin to develop online graduate education as soon as possible since
online graduate education will help to improve reputation , internationalization, and the relationship between the uni-
versities and the society. The paper forecasts that in 2020, online graduate education will have a substantial startup.
Key words . online graduate education; graduate education; online education ; the construction of world—class uni-
versilies
L L O O S

(EHEZE29 M)

Why Minimal Guidance During Instruction Does Not Work .
An Analysis of the Failure of Constructivist, Discovery,
Problem-Based, Experiential, and Inquiry-Based Teaching

Paul A. Kirschner, John Sweller & Richard E. Clark

( Educational Technology Expertise Center, Open University of the Netherlands
Research Centre Learning in Interaction Utrecht University, Netherlands
School of Education University of New South Wales, Australia;

Rosster School of Education University of Southern California, USA)

Abstract . Evidence for the superiority of guided instruction is explained in the context of our knowledge of human
cognitive architecture , expert—novice differences, and cognitive load. Although unguided or minimally guided instruc-
tional approaches are very popular and intuitively appealing, the point is made that these approaches ignore both the
structures that constitute human cognitive architecture and evidence from empirical studies over the past half—century
that consistently indicate that minimally guided instruction is less effective and less efficient than instructional approa-
ches that place a strong emphasis on guidance of the student learning process. The advantage of guidance begins to re-
cede only when learners have sufficiently high prior knowledge to provide “internal” guidance. Recent developments in
instructional research and instructional design models that support guidance during instruction are briefly described.

Key words : minimally guidance; constructivism; direct instruction ; explicit instruction ; cognitive architecture; cogni-

tive load
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