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Inclusive Thinking. A New Thinking Method for
Learning in the Network Era

WANG Zhuli

( Modern Education Technology Institute, SunYat—senUniversity, Guangzhou510275, China)

Abstract: In the network era, great changes of knowledge and learning have taken place. People have to face two
major challenges, the fragmentation of information and information overload. In response to these two challenges , the
learner not only needs a series of methods and strategies, but also needs a new way of conceptual thinking. Inclusive
thinking is defined here as a process of harmonizing , combining , and integrating the thoughts, opinions and theories
that are seemingly separated or even contradictory. In order to make the inclusive thinking happen , the specific method
is to give an attributive , an adjective or a limiting condition to a theory or an opinion to make it compatible or comple-
mentary to another theory or opinion. By using this new method, a learner can assemble the parts into a whole and
reduce information storage space in the brain.

In this paper, the following issues are discussed: what is inclusiveness thinking, why this thinking method is
used , how to think inclusively, how to teach inclusiveness thinking, the relationship between inclusive thinking and
knowledge innovation , the similarities and differences between inclusive thinking and critical thinking , the similarities
and differences between inclusive thinking and golden mean ( middle—of—the—road policy , ZhongYong) , and finally,
the value or significance of inclusiveness thinking , etc.

Key words . inclusiveness thinking ; information overload ; fragmentation; critical thinking ; knowledge innovatio
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