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Learning Theory and Improved Path of Cost-effectiveness of
Distance Education

ZHENG Qinhua

( Research Center of Distance Education/ Interactive Media and Distance Learning Lab ,
Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Realizing cost—effectiveness is the key to sustainable development of distance education. In this paper, we
discusses the development of the learning theory and how it impacts on the cost structure of distance education , then ex-
plores the possible and effective implementation path of online flexible learning. This study begins from the analysis of
learning theory for each generation of distance education , then explores the cost structure of traditional distance educa-
tion and today’ s e-learning, and finally defines the relationship between learning theory and cost—effectiveness of dis-
tance education. The paper suggests that learning theory has developed from independent learning and self—regulated
learning to today’s social constructivism and connectivism learning. The importance of social interaction is increasingly
prominent , and the user rather than the content becomes the core value of the institution. Increase in the number of
learners in online education is not like traditional education that brings the possibility of economies of scale. The au-
thor the value obtained from online education services is divided into two parts, which are value for network and value
Jor individual. This network value implementation of Metcalfe’s Law determines the possibility of cost—benefit realiza-
tion of distance education in the future. Therefore, firstly, realizing the market value of distance education should con-
centrate on large—scale users, because a large scale decreases the cost of learners getting their individual value. Sec-
ondly y, we should provide precise customization services based on data mining. Thirdly , we must pay more attention to
complementary services from network, such as recruitment services. To conclude, interaction is the key to connection
and network formation. The success of learning is dependent on large high—quality interaction , and we need to build
the right business model based on the new learning model. Because the learning theory for distance education has
transferred from independent learning to social constructivism and connectivism learning , the cost structure of distance
education would also be changed to high quality learning services. In a sentence , improved approach of cost—effective-
ness of distance education is dependent on the learning theory that has been proven practical and effective.

Key words : learning theory ; social interaction ; independent learning ; social constructivism ; connectivism ; cost—effec-

liveness
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