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Experiences and Trends of Educational Innovations

Supported by Information Technology
—An Interview with Prof. Christopher Dede

Journalists LENG Jing & XU Xiaojuan

( Department of Educational Information Technology, East China Normal University, Shanghai 20062, China)

Abstract . Christopher Dede is the Timothy E. Wirth Professor at the Harvard Graduate School of Education ( HGSE)
and he is a well-known expert in the area of learning technologies. From 2001 to 2004, he served as the chair of the
Learning and Teaching program at HGSE. In 2007, he was honored by Harvard University as an outstanding teach-
er. And in 2011, Chris Dede received the Association for Educational Communications and Technology (AECT) Dis-
tinguished Development Award.

His fields of scholarship include emerging learning technologies , educational policy , and leadership in education-
al innovations. His funded research includes grants from the National Science Foundation and the Gates Foundation
to design and study immersive simulations, transformed social interactions, and online professional development. His
research in emerging technologies includes funded projects on multi—user virtual environments, augmented realities
socio —semantic networking , distance education, Web 2. 0 tools and so on. His research on leadership focuses on appli-
cation and scaling up/diffusion of innovations. His work on policy centers on the educational improvement at the na-
tional level. Prof. Dede has also been providing academic consulting for American government, enterprises and many
professional organizations. He has served as a member of the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Foundations
of Educational and Psychological Assessment and a member of the 2010 National Educational Technology Plan Tech-
nical Working Group.

His co—edited book , Scaling up Success . Lessons Learned from Technology—based Educational Improvement , was
published by Jossey—Bass in 2005. A second volume he edited, Online Professional Development for Teachers: Emer-
ging Models and Methods , was published by the Harvard Education Press in 2006. His latest book , Digital Teaching
Platforms, was published in 2012, providing his readers with many valuable learning resources.

Key words . learning technologies ; educational innovation ; scaling up innovation



