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Rethinking the Growth of Innovative Talents in Globalization
Era from the Perspective of Open Online Courses.
An Interview with Prof. Yong Zhao

LUO Liming', SUN Zhong' & WEI Zhihui’

(1. College of Information Engineering, Capital Normal University, Beijing100048, China;
2. Journal of Open Education Research, Shanghai200086, China)

Abstract. Dr. Yong Zhao is an internationally known scholar , author, and speaker. His works focus on the implica-

tions of globalization and technology on education. Other than designingprograms to cultivate global competence. he
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has developed computer games for language learning and has founded research and development institutions to explore
innovative education models. He has published over 100 articles and 20 books. Dr. Yong Zhao is a recipient of the
Early Career Award from the American Educational Research Association and was named one of the 2012 10 most in-
Sluential people in educational technology by the Tech & Learn Magazine. He is an elected fellow of the International
Academy for Education. He currently is serving as the Presidential Chair and Director of the Institute for Global and
Online Education in the College of Education, University of Oregon , where he is also a Professor in the Department of
Educational Measurement , Policy, and Leadership.

This interview mainly focuseses on the MOOCs , globalization campus , innovative talents educational model, and
scholars’ academic development. First, Dr. Zhao points out that MOOCs has played an important role in changing
the traditional perception of learning. It indeed has the potential to change the learning institutions’ operating mecha-
nism. But he argues that over—emphasizing its effects is not wise enough. After all, MOOCs is a kind of learning phe-
nomenon , and is far from the innovative educational model. Therefore, there is no need to overestimate its impacts and
raise it up to the height of the new education model. Common misunderstanding of information technology has existed
Jor a long time. Researchers ofien overestimate the short—term effects of information technology, while underestimates
it’ s long—term effects. The concerns of educational technology researchers were used to address how to teach well.
They were rarely used to explore the essence of education, such as the function of educational institutions, the role of
teachers , the nature of the course, and the changes that technology brings. Therefore, more concerns should be ex-
pressed on the essence of education. MOOCs has two vital features . representing the sharing of information and making
it possible for ordinary people to participate in higher education or high—quality education. However in the long run,
MOOCs does not impact traditional universities very much. On one hand, MOOCs has no advantages in diploma au-
thentication , which is the core function of traditional universities. On the other hand, MOOCs achieves remarkable
performances on learning globalized knowledge , but failed in facilitating localized knowledge learning

Second , globalization campus is not the privilege of MOOCs. Traditional universities, aiming to develop
students’ self-learning abilityhave the ability to make full use of Internet to create a global campus through the prod-
uct—driven learning.

Third, Dr. Zhao introduces a global open course trading platform—OBA , which was designed and developed by
his research team. It makes no strict boundaries between teachers and students. The platform has four features . out of
the bounders of nation, schools levels, organization, and universities. Consequently , there is no permanent relation-
ship of teacher—student like, only beginners and experts.

For innovative training , Dr. Zhao emphasizes the need of cultivating students” innovative spirit of initiative , and
developing students’ confidence and adventurous spirit.

Finally, Dr. Zhao gives some advices to Chinese young scholars. He suggests that young scholars should apply
international research paradigm to solve Chinese domestic problems. For example, doing research with empirical re-
search methods , international cooperation , innovation, and imagination will help Chinese young scholars to take part
in international academic dialogue better.
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